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There is no denying it: camp life during 2020 looked nothing 
like—well, camp life! However, during those months of waiting 
for God to allow us to once again live out our mission, we were 
actively preparing a team to serve the generations of campers we 
believe the Lord will continue to allow us to serve. We are excited 
to introduce a new leadership team. Many of these faces are not 
new to The Wilds—just new to a position.

The Wilds, Inc. has a new President.

The Wilds in North Carolina experienced some general and 
generational restructuring. In the place of one general director, 
there will be 6 directors at the camp (plus a new Junior Boot 
Camp Program Director). 

The Wilds of New England has a new Program Director. 

We trust you’ll enjoy meeting each of these men and their families 
in the following pages. Thank you for your continued interest in 
The Wilds, and please…come visit soon!

MATT COLLIER—
President of The Wilds Christian Association, Inc.

Background: Matt grew up at The Wilds. He attended Bethany 
Christian School in Brevard and graduated from Brevard High 
School. He joined the full-time staff for the founding and operation 
of CampsAbroad, which just celebrated its 20th year of ministry. 

Family: Married Kelly Patrick in January 1998. They have 3 sons: 
Gabe (16), Jeriah (11), and Levi (8). 

Education: Matt earned a degree in Bible at Bob Jones University 
(BJU), and a Master of Divinity degree at Heart of America Seminary 
in Kansas City, MO. He has also finished his class  
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The Wilds Christian Association, Inc. is an 

independent, nondenominational, nonprofit, 501 (c)(3) 

organization created for the purpose of operating 

Christian camps and conference centers. We are 

fundamental in our beliefs, Bible-centered in our 

philosophy, and evangelistic in our outreach.

The Wilds Christian Association, Inc. presently 

operates a Christian camp and conference center in 

the Blue Ridge Mountains of western North Carolina 

that is open year-round. The camp has a carefully 

selected and trained staff and averages nearly 

20,000 campers per year. In 2009 The Wilds of New 

England began ministry at our campsite in Deering, 

New Hampshire. In this peaceful, rural setting we 

experienced good growth in attendance at our 

summer camps as well as in our limited fall schedule 

programs. We anticipate a continuing steady growth 

and expansion of the ministry at this New England 

location.

In addition to providing a God-honoring music 

publication service as an integral part of our 

ministry, The Wilds Christian Association, Inc. has 

also established the CampsAbroad program to assist 

others in the formation and operation of Christian 

camp ministries around the world.
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work for a Doctor of Ministry from BJU and is writing  
his dissertation.

Hobbies, Interests, Teams: Played intramural  
basketball in high school and college. Enjoys hiking 
and biking with his family as well as an occasional 
game of golf with friends and family. Pulls for North 
Carolina Tar Heels in basketball, Carolina Panthers 
in football, and Atlanta Braves in baseball. (Oh well, 
nobody’s perfect.)

Experience: Matt served as Senior Pastor at Bethany  
Baptist Church in Brevard, NC, from 2006 to 2020. 
He pioneered the CampsAbroad program in 2001 
and has personally consulted with camps in more than 
40 different countries during his time as Director. He 
still maintains this position, along with his president’s 
duties. He has a strong burden for local churches 
and for overseas missions. His experience in the  
philosophy of The Wilds, his organizational ability, 
plus his theological training combine to make him a 
great fit for the position.

New Responsibilities: As President of The Wilds, 
Matt is responsible for the overall direction and  
effectiveness of the organization. To effectively fulfill 
this responsibility, he must have a clear understanding 
of what is taking place throughout the organization. 
In addition to providing accountability and clarity  
for the ministry, he should also serve as “the chief 
enabling officer,” ensuring that the staff has the  
support and help that they need in order to carry out 
the mission and vision of The Wilds. He serves as a 
vital link to those outside the ministry as well, especially 
The Wilds Board of Directors, local churches, donors, 
and like-minded ministries.

STEVE LEATHERWOOD—
Director of Finance (NC)

This is a newly named position for Steve, although he 
has carried many of the responsibilities as the CFO of 
The Wilds for 15 years. 

Background: Steve grew up in Akron, OH, and spent 
most of his earlier professional career years in the 
Columbus, OH, area.

Family: Steve was married for 35 years to Barbara 
Hay (honored name in these parts). Barb went to be 
with her Lord in 2016. Steve and Barb have 3 daughters 
and a son, all now married. 

A few years later, Steve married Michelle Whaley, a 
mother of 2 daughters and a son. Steve and Michelle 
are active with their delightful combination of children 
and 9 grandchildren. 

Education: Steve graduated from Forrest Hills Christian 
School in Atlanta, and went on to earn a degree in 
Accounting from BJU. He also has a master’s degree 
in Financial Services from American University.

Hobbies, Interests, Teams: Played most active sports 
and still enjoys golf. Cheers for not just any university, 
but for THE Ohio State University in college sports 
and the Cleveland Browns in the NFL.

Experience: Steve worked for 22 years at Nationwide 
Insurance where he was the Director of Global 
Operations. He retired from Nationwide in order to 
impact younger generations by teaching college 
accounting. He served in that capacity for 5 years 
before joining The Wilds as CFO and Director of IT. 
Steve serves as a deacon in his local church and 
volunteers faithfully at Frontline Missions.

Responsibilities: As Director of Finance, Steve is 
responsible for administering the acquisition and 
deployment of financial and physical resources at  
The Wilds of North Carolina consistent with our 
mission. Steve’s desire in his words is ”to manage the 
financial and goodwill resources of The Wilds so we 
can wisely use God’s provision to serve and minister 
to campers.” 
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TIM MEALS—
Director of Camp Operations (NC) 

While this is a new title for Tim, he has been involved 
in many of the operations of the camp during his time 
with The Wilds.

Background: Tim is from the Philadelphia, PA, area, 
where he participated in most team sports for his 
high school, Calvary Christian School. 

Family: Tim married his college sweetheart, Cherie 
Bertaut, in 1993. They have 3 college-age children—
twin  daughters and a son. 

Education: Tim earned a degree in Christian  
Ministries from Pensacola Christian College (PCC). 
After college, he ministered as a secondary PE and 

history teacher in Kansas City, MO, for 6 years. Cherie 
is an RN and is the Health Services Manager at the 
North Carolina campsite.

Hobbies, Interests, Teams: Enjoys basketball,  
softball, soccer at camp, and an occasional round 
of golf with friends. Cheers for all the Philadelphia 
teams (the Phillies (MLB), the Eagles (NFL), the Flyers 
(NHL), and the Sixers (NBA). Favorite college team is 
the Penn State University Nittany Lions.

Experiences: Tim came to The Wilds full-time in 1999. 
He has been instrumental in the development of 2 
critical programs at The Wilds: the founding director of 
Junior Boot Camp in 2002 and the first supervisor of 
The Wilds C.A.M.P. Apprenticeship program. In 2013, 
he was appointed the Maintenance Supervisor. All of 
this led to his appointment as Director of Operations 
for the entire North Carolina campsite. 

Responsibilities: As Director of Operations, Tim 
oversees the process of taking care of the camper’s 
day-to-day physical needs and expectations from  
the time they enter the campsite until the time they 
leave the site. He oversees the various areas of  
operations, seeing that each area handles its  
responsibilities independently, as well as seeing that 
each area functions interconnected to the entire 
camp mission and operations. These areas include: 
grounds, maintenance, Dining Hall, facilities use, 
housekeeping, health service, capital improvements, 
vehicles, and program activities maintenance. 

Visit: www.wilds.org/needs-corner 

Check out the donations page of our website to 
donate items and see updated lists and pictures.»
THE NEEDS CORNER

SC CORPORATE OFFICE
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CHRIS ANASTOS—
Director of Camp Experience (NC)

A new player to the director’s position is Chris Anastos. 
He has been given the oversight of each camper’s 
experience from beginning to end on the North 
Carolina campsite. Here are a few facts about Chris.

Background: Chris hails from the Pittsburgh, PA, area. 
He also lived several years in Northern Virginia, and 
graduated from Fresta Valley Christian High School. 

Family: Chris married Tara Anderson in 2013. Tara is 
from Raleigh, NC. They have twins and a baby boy.   

Education: Chris earned a bachelor’s in Camp Ministry 
and a master’s in Cross-Cultural Ministry from BJU. 

Hobbies, Interests, Teams: Cheers for the Steelers 
(NFL), Pitt basketball and football (college), Penguins 
(NHL), Red Sox (MLB), and the Tottenham Hotspurs 
(Premier League). 

Experience: Chris has been a counselor, an intern, a 
program staff member, and also served as Program 
Director for the Teen program. Chris and Tara also 
had the privilege of leading The Wilds Ministry Team on 
the road for a year.

Responsibility: As the Director of Camp Experience, 
he is responsible for ensuring that each program 
offered by The Wilds is fun, safe, fresh, and in line with 
our mission of giving the Truth in love so lives can be 
changed to the glory of God. This is accomplished 
through humbly listening to what campers, parents, 
sponsors, and churches desire in a camp, while 
keeping the Word of God as our primary guide. This 
position also encourages and equips our staff to fulfill 
the mission of The Wilds by putting them in a position 
to succeed through both philosophical and practical 
training.

JOHN BOTT—
Director of Marketing (NC)

John is a veteran of 32 years on TW staff. As one 
of the main representatives of the camp, he knows 
many of the pastors and youth pastors who attend 
The Wilds. His ability to make friends for the ministry 
is remarkable.

Background: John grew up in farm country in Lanark, 
IL. He attended public high school and played football, 
basketball, and baseball. He was very active in 4H 
Club, specializing in cattle raising.

Family: John married Tina in 1992. They have a 
daughter and a son, both of whom are married. 

Education: John earned a degree in Bible at BJU, 
and is nearing completion of his master’s degree.

Hobbies, Interests, Teams: Collects Coca-Cola and 
old gas and oil company memorabilia. Reads and 

Visit: www.wilds.org/needs-corner 
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collect WWII history books. Cheers for the Chicago 
Bears, the University of Illinois football and basketball, 
and the New York Yankees (and he’ll be glad to tell 
you how much he dislikes the Red Sox!) 

Experiences: John was the official Field Representative  
for the North Carolina camp for many years. He  
continues in that capacity, but has greatly expanded 
his responsibilities as Director of Marketing. 

Responsibility: As the Director of Marketing, John 
will assist in fulfilling the mission of The Wilds 
primarily by inviting, securing, and maintaining 
campers in all of our adult and youth programs. He’ll 
accomplish the mission by guiding those who will 
inform potential campers of the many unique benefits  
of Christian camping. The Marketing Director will take 
the lead in loving, serving, and building up those who 
are already in our family of campers. John states, 
“people like to feel appreciated, and I want our 
campers and volunteers to know that we are greatly 
indebted for their kindnesses.”

ANDY ANGLEA—
Director of Staff Experience (NC)

Andy spent several of his college years on summer 
staff. He is a gifted young man and has been able to 
use an amazing number of abilities and interests in a 
variety of positions at The Wilds. 

Background: Andy was born in Petersburg, VA, but 
also lived in Wilson, NC, and Lebanon, PA. While in 
high school, he won the Pro-Teen National Scoring 
Championship (held at The Wilds) and was awarded 
a trip to Israel. 

Family: He met Carrie Cummings at The Wilds, and 
they were married in 2013. They have a healthy crew 
of 4 sons and a daughter. 

Education: Andy graduated from Lebanon Christian 
School. He earned a bachelor’s and a master’s degree 
in Bible, and has completed his M.Div. from BJU.

Hobbies, Interests, Teams: Enjoys reading the 
classics, history, biography, and theology. Aptitude 
for all things “computer.” Cheers for Penn State 
football and Duke basketball. 

Experience: As a teenager, Andy was the Inventory 
Manager for the largest garage door wholesaler on 
the east coast. At The Wilds, he ministered for 3 years 

as a counselor, an A/V technician, a program assistant, 
and an IT technician. He later served as the A/V 
Manager, IT tech, Research Assistant, and was the 
Administrative Assistant to the President for 2 years. 

Responsibility: As the  
Director of Staff Experience, 
Andy is responsible for leading the department to 
focus on everything that impacts the lives of the staff.  
This department seeks to ensure that camp decisions 
include that impact in their consideration.  

WILLIE PARTIN—
Director of Camp Relations (NC)

Willie is likely the most recognized name and face at 
camp. He has touched literally thousands of young 
lives with his friendliness, giftedness, and visibility 
with our campers. 

Background: Willie was born and reared in the 
Montgomery, AL, area. He graduated from Community 
Christian Academy. The school had no official athletic 
teams, but Willie was involved in sports “wherever” 
from early on. He was involved with many plays and 
dramas, participating in his dad’s ministry of traveling 
and teaching drama in Christian schools. 

Family: Willie married Sarah Horst in 2001. They are 
parents to 2 daughters and 2 sons, ranging in ages 
from 7-16. 
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Education: Willie earned a degree in Youth Ministries 
at BJU and is pursuing a master’s degree in Biblical 
Counseling. He is a certified ACBC counselor, a 
national Christian counseling association. 

Hobbies, Interests, Teams: Enjoys sports and hiking 
with his family. Cheers for Auburn football, the 
Carolina Panthers, and the Atlanta Braves. 

Experience: Willie counseled for 3 summers, then  
became a specialist in the area of program. 
There he has occupied a number of positions 
including Program Assistant and Program Manager. 
Administratively, he was the Interim Assistant 
Director in North Carolina for 2 years. He is nearing 
25 years of ministry at camp. 

Responsibility: As the Director of Camp Relations, 
Willie is responsible to cultivate positive relationships 
with the constituency of The Wilds of North Carolina 
by interacting with them whenever possible in their 
home areas, while on the North Carolina campsite, and 
through social media. He’ll seek to advance the mission 
of The Wilds by visiting friends and by seeking to bring 
friends to the campsite, including both campers and 
summer staff. In addition to traveling to represent the 
ministry, he will also participate in the platform ministry 
of The Wilds of North Carolina to maintain a close 
connection to campers when they are onsite. He 
coordinates closely with and supports other directors 
in their goals.

JOE KOPP—
Program Manager (The Wilds of New England)

One of our newest team members and representing 
our New England team is Joe Kopp. Though Joe is 
new to The Wilds ministries, he is certainly no stranger 
to Christian ministry.

Background: Joe was born in Indianapolis, IN, before 
his family moved to Greenville, SC. Joe graduated 
from Bob Jones Academy. 

Family: Joe married Kaytlynn Wood in 2011. Kayty is 
an accomplished violinist. They have 4 sons. 

Education: Joe earned a degree in Youth Ministries 
at BJU and a masters in Theology. 

Hobbies, Interests, Teams: Enjoys skiing, ribeye 
steaks, Apple computers, Teslas, and “building 
things.” 

Experience: Joe traveled with the Frazor Evangelist 
Team for 6 years, was the Bob Jones Academy Stage 
Manager, and served as Assistant Pastor in Utah  
before coming to TWNE.

Responsibility: As the Program Manager, Joe  
assists in planning the camper program—which  
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includes writing materials; training summer staff; and  
scheduling and operating activities, skits, music, and 
services. During the non-camping season, Joe helps 
to promote the camp in local churches and schools.

NOAH SMITH—
Program Director, Junior Boot Camp (NC)

Fresh from a position in Wyoming as an assistant 
pastor and youth pastor is the new Junior Boot  
Camp Program Director, Noah Smith. He will have  
the privilege of understudying the founding director 
of JBC, Tim Meals. 

Background: Noah is a “local boy,” born and reared 
in Brevard, NC, which just happens to be the home 
of The Wilds in North Carolina. He attended Bethany 
Christian School and graduated from Brevard High 
School. 

Family: He married Karis Lundvall in 2012. Karis is 
from Cody, WY. They have 2 daughters and a son. 

Education: Noah has a bachelor’s degree in Youth 
Ministries from BJU. 

Experience: Noah is a 7-year veteran of summer 
staff, ministering in a variety of positions: lifeguard, 
head lifeguard, counselor, and program staff. Prior to 
joining the full-time staff, he was an assistant pastor 
at Wapiti Valley Church in Wyoming for 6 years.

Responsibility: As the JBC Program Director, Noah is 
responsible to plan for, prepare for, and oversee the 
execution of the JBC program. He’ll be involved in 
the selection of speakers, themes, and summer staff. 
He’ll also be the primary promotor of the program to 
churches and schools. 

www.wilds.org

Honor a loved one or friend with  
a Living Memorial gift to The Wilds. 

To give online and view past memorial gifts, 

https://wilds.org/donate/living-memorials/  
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Despite the chaos, ministry was not halted. Both New England 
and North Carolina staff took camp directly to campers during the 
summer and fall. The Truth and hope of the Gospel was shared 
with 1,800 teens during Days of Camp. 

But God’s Word is not bound. 2 TIMOTHY 2:9

But God gave the increase. 1 CORINTHIANS 3:6

Even though the CampsAbroad calendar was rewritten by this virus, God’s 
plan was not. Several countries were able to host camp on their own and 
present the Gospel to many teens. CampsAbroad staff spent ample time 
developing their resource library and strengthening current relationships 
as they prepare for future trips.

But my God shall supply all your needs. PHILIPPIANS 4:19

Your financial love and support has been a humbling and tangible  
reflection of our all-sufficient God. Thank you for allowing God to use 
you as He continues to provide for this ministry.

But thanks be to God. 1 CORINTHIANS 15:57

“Cancelled due to Covid-19. Postponed.  
Restrictions. New normal.”

Some unpleasant words from 2020 . . . But God.

. . . But God compiled by Abigail Bryson
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KEN COLLIER—
“Camp Coach” (NC)

And lastly, it is me—the self-designated-by-permission, 
“Camp Coach.” I have the privilege of being a bridge 
between former and the present. I am the dinosaur! 

Background: Somewhat sheltered. Never got out much.

Family: The amazing people who tolerated and 
stood with me. Never would made it 50 plus years 
without Mardi, my college sweetheart and wife of 
48 years, our 4 grown children, and the hundreds of 
wonderful friends I met through my 52 years of  
ministry in association with The Wilds ministry.

Education: Sitting in my office, absorbing what  
parents wanted to tell me. 

Hobbies, Interests, Teams: WWII and Civil War-reading, 
the Braves, Auburn Tigers in football, Tar Heels in 
basketball, and the Carolina Panthers.

Experience: A lot

Current Responsibilities: Way less than I had, but here 
is the official wording: “The Camp Coach leverages 
the great privilege of many decades of ministry at 
The Wilds. The “Coach” seeks to mentor, encourage 
and add to the godly heritage of The Wilds as God 
gives strength and by all means humbly and spiritually 
possible.”

www.wilds.org

Though the changes are many, this Team is coming together 

amazingly. This is a group of talent and service to God, family, 

campers, and the local church. We are grateful for the love  

and respect we share in God’s work. Praise the Lord for a 

wonderful summer this team has just completed.
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CAREERS
Colin Connor (’18) lives in New Jersey. 
He has finished up his Masters in Biblical 
Counseling from Maranatha, and is now 
working on his counseling certification 
with ACBC. Colin and Janna Harmon 
were married on 6/10/21.

Steve De Ford (’87) and his family live in  
Arizona, where they are missionaries 
among several Native American Indian 
tribes.

Dillon and Laiken [Brown] Frazier (’18) 
are currently doing a one-year internship 
at Pioneer Bible Camp in Eden, Utah.

Zach (’07,’08,’09,’10,’11) and Elizabeth 
[Jones] Gell (’11) live in Washington. Zach 
is a regional manager of Freedom Boat 
Club and Elizabeth homeschools their 
daughter Chloe.

Chris (’01,’02,’03,’04) and Susan  
[Cooper] McAviney (’02,’03,’04) serve 
in bi-vocational missions. Chris is the 
director of disaster relief for Operation 
Renewed Hope, a Christ-centered 
non-profit medical missions and disaster 
relief agency.

Andrew (’06) and Lynne Randazzo live  
in Tennessee. Andrew founded Prime 
Medical Training, which sells AEDs and 
does CPR/First Aid training. They have 
3 children: Elizabeth, Aletheia, and 
Nicolas.

Mark (’99,’00) and Laura Ward live in 
Washington. Mark is an academic editor 
at Lexham Press and the host of the  
Bible Study Magazine Podcast. Laura 
owns Blackburn Gardens and is also a 
stay-at-home mom.

WEDDINGS
Isabel Vosburgh (’18) and Taylor Bott 
(’13,’15,’16,’18), 6/19/21.

Kaitlin DalPorto (’14,’16,’17,’18,’19) and 
Jaazaniah Cofer, 5/22/21.

Lindsey Bott (’16,’17) and Andrew Kester 
(’19), 5/29/21.

Sarah Herbster (’15,’16,’17,’18,’19) and 
Zachary Kirchner (’16,’17,’18,’19), 1/9/21.

Bethany Smith (’17) and Timothy Lacock, 
5/30/20.

Laura Wagner (’14,’16,’17,’18-’19) and 
Jessie Moore (’11,’12,’13,’14-’16,’17,’18,’19), 
7/11/20.

Abby Davis (‘16,’17,’18-’21) and Caleb 
Prigge (‘18-’21), 5/9/20. 

Katie Jackson and Drew Stodola 
(’13,’15,’16,’17,’18,’19), 2/24/21.

BIRTHS
Dillon and Ciara [Weant] Chafin 
(’13,’14,’15), Bentley Jacob, 8/16/19.

Christopher and Stephanie [Moss] Dale 
(’03,’04,’05,’06-’08), Olivia Kate, 10/15/20.

FORMER STAFF, 
help keep us updated on your career 
moves, marriage, and children!

Send announcements to:

The Wilds, 
Where Are They Now?

PO Box 509 
Taylors, SC 29687-0009 
or e-mail formerstaff@wilds.org.

Shawn and Susanna Alexander are pleased to announce the 
arrival of their son, Stratford (Strad) Emmanuel. He was born 
on September 17, 2019, weighed 8 pounds 9 ounces, and was 
19 ¾ inches long. He is welcomed home by his two big sisters.

Chris and Tara Anastos are pleased to announce the arrival 
of their son, Coby James. He was born November 25, 2020, 
weighed 6 pounds 9 ounces, and was 20 inches long. He is 
welcomed home by his older brother and sister.

Andy and Carrie Anglea are happy to announce the arrival 
of their son, Isaiah Evan; born on August  11, 2019, weighed 
8 pounds 1 ounce, and was 20 ¾ inches long. They are also 
rejoicing over their most recent newborn: a daughter, Kara 
Joelle, born July 19, 2021. She weighed 8 pounds 4 ounces 
and was 21 1/2 inches long. Both were welcomed home by 
their three big brothers. 

Daniella Moore and Jeremy Bjur were married on March 12, 
2020. Daniella and Jeremy have both worked summers and 
been on our contracted staff in North Carolina. Jeremy is one 
of our cooks, and Daniella works in our laundry and lost  
and found.

Catherine Franklin and Nick Marsceau were married on  
December 7, 2019. Catherine works part-time in our Greenville, 
South Carolina, office as our Marketing Specialist. Nick is a 
web developer for JM Smith Corporation in Spartanburg.

Bob and Shelly Wetterlund are pleased to announce the arrival 
of their daughter, Aubrey Rose. She was born June 22, 2021, 
weighed 6 pounds 14 ounces, and was 20 ¼ inches long. 

Amber Siegfried and Joel Whited were married on February 
29, 2020. They have both worked summers and been on our 
contracted staff in North Carolina. Joel is currently our Social 
Media Specialist.

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

STAFF NEWS
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Check out our websites for more details!
www.wilds.org  |  www.thewildsofnewengland.org

Come join us at one of our
campsites for a retreat! 

We have a wide variety of adult and family camps.




