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WHAT  ’S  HAPPENING AT THE WILDS?
The outside redesign of the Activity Center was a great improvement! This fall the dramatic remake moves inside.
The combined project is a facelift of great proportions! We’ve wanted to improve the appearance of the Activity Center 
for years and now we are able to work on the following improvements:

From the ground to 10-feet high all around the building will be reinforced sheetrock instead of mid-70’s drab, 
dented, and dinged metal.

Instead of our infamous dark, 70’s paneling on the entire front-stage area, there will be a lighter, brighter face. 
Oh, what a change!

The industrial green on the ceiling beams will be transformed to a clean white. 

The sound and light booth will lose its 70’s paneling as well, giving a professional, updated look.

The bathrooms at the back of the Activity Center (probably visited more than they should be during services) 
will be unrecognizable with new lighting, painting, flooring, and fixtures.

The old brick fireplace (still looking pretty nice) will be sporting a rock-facing to match the newer and natural 
campsite motif everywhere at The Wilds.

We would love to have glass backboards for the “professional” enjoyment of basketball enthusiasts throughout 
the year. This fond wish is subject to budget.

That Natural Green!
One of the most noticed and commented on fi rst impressions of The Wilds is the 

huge Ballfi eld as viewed from The Snack Pavilion and the Patio behind the Lodge. 

Amazingly, it maintains a virtual lawn-appearance year-round, but not without a 

full workover and care every fall. The seeds and fertilizer are supplied by wonderful 

friends of the ministry each September!

Continuation of the Inn Guest Room Renovations.
During November–January we will continue the remodeling and refreshing 

of another fl oor or two of the Inn with new carpet, fresh paint, redone ceilings, 

along with new fi xtures and sinks. This is an ongoing project each winter until it 

is completed.

Tree Conservation and Safety!
Like our home, Transylvania County, North Carolina, trees are everywhere and ours 

must be tended for health and safety. It happens every October/November by sta�  

and very special volunteers.



There existed a strong, mutual bond between The Wilds 

Staff and a young lady named Elizabeth Brooks. She had 

won all of our hearts through her sparkling personality 

and her love for camp. However, at the age of 12, she 

was diagnosed with Ewing Sarcoma, a devastating bone 

and soft tissue cancer. She was already a veteran camper 

when she was diagnosed. Throughout her 8-year battle 

with the disease, she kept up with us by coming to 

camp, literally planning her treatments around the camp 

schedule. We kept up with her as she was our “go to” 

for observing love for and trust in God. She remarkably 

impacted people wherever she went. We loved and 

prayed for Elizabeth’s recovery until she entered her 

Savior’s presence on March 14, 2021.

Her loving family asked that memorial giving be 

designated to her “happy place,” The Wilds. It was a great 

outpouring of love. The family and ministry instituted 

a scholarship program for young people who, like 

Elizabeth, battle serious diseases, but would love to 

have a camp experience. Like Elizabeth, the intended 

recipients know first-hand the rigors of the schedules, 

pain, treatment, and sacrifice involved in such battles. 

This past July, dreams were realized as a delightful, active, exuberant young lady—Sara Leach—attended camp as 

the first recipient of the “Elizabeth’s Week” scholarship. Sara is under active treatment for cancer through St. Jude’s 

hospital system. Sara was able to attend teen camp and bring her friend Charity to help us honor Christ and the life 

of Elizabeth. Sara’s personality and love for Jesus Christ reminded us so much of Elizabeth. We had a wonderful time 

hosting her and getting to know her. Certainly, Sara, her friends, and her family would be delighted if you, along with 

The Wilds Staff, will pray for her and her brightly shining testimony for Christ. Sara loved her camp experience, but 

even being as active as she is, wondered if we could “do something about all of these steps!”

“ELIZABETH’S WEEK” SCHOL ARSHIP

Sara Leach (right) with 

her friend Charity (left)
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GET READY FOR

SUMMER 
CAMP!
www.wilds.org/register
REGISTER NOW!


