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Dear Bible Study Friend,
Your choice in choosing this Bible study gives evidence of your desire to grow in
your personal walk with the Lord. Some consider the Epistle of James the “Proverbs
of the New Testament.” It is packed full of practical principles that can easily be
applied to everyday life.
The key verse of the book is James 1:4: But let patience have her perfect work,
that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. Perfect and entire simply
means complete. God wants us to mature and grow. For this reason He gives us
the guidelines in His Word and the example in His Son. Not only does this book
encourage us to mature, but it can also be used as a checklist to make sure our
personal relationship with Christ is real and not phony.
Whether you use this study guide on your own or in a class setting, my prayer is that
the Book of James will become your personal guide to spiritual maturity.
Sincerely yours,

Rand Hummel
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Monday

What is God’s goal for my life?
James 1:1-4

1. James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are scattered
abroad, greeting. 2. My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 3. Knowing this,
that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 4. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may
be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.

1. Although James was a leader of the Jerusalem church and a brother of Jesus, how did he
describe himself in verse 1?
How do you think servants (who were actually considered slaves) were treated during Bible
times?
Name three individuals who are true servants of God in your church, work, or school. (Would
anyone consider putting your name on such a list?)
2. From Philippians 2:1-8, list four of the many characteristics found in a Christlike servant.

3. James used the word greeting. It has the meaning of joy and gladness. He then addresses his
readers as my brethren. James wanted to be an encouragement to his Christian brothers and
sisters who were living in difficult circumstances. In what ways can you be an encouragement to
your own family and friends today?

4. The word count means to prioritize or to evaluate what matters most. One commentator said
that “outlook determines outcome.”1 Do you value comfort more than character or your present
happiness over the future? If you do, trials will upset you. It is not that you are commanded to
“feel joyful” in trials. You can’t turn your emotions on and off like hot and cold water, but you can
control the way you think. List two ways that you could count it all joy in the midst of rejection,
misunderstanding, or great heartache.
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5. Because of severe persecution, believing Jews were exiled from their homes and businesses
and were scattered or dispersed throughout the known world. These young believers were facing
great suffering and very difficult trials. The word temptations in verse 2 actually refers to trials.
No one goes through life without trials. If you are not in one right now, you have either just come
out of one, or you are about to enter one. What was the most difficult trial you experienced this
year?

How did God help you through that trial?

Endurance is the ability to hang in there when the going gets tough—not to cave in or give up.
If you give up, saying, “It’s too much,” or “It’s too tough,” when God’s Word says differently
(1 Corinthians 10:13), you will remain spiritually immature. The full effect of endurance changes
you and strengthens you; it does not change your situation.2 Spiritual maturity should be our
goal, and we must trust God to orchestrate whatever is necessary to achieve that goal. We
should not pray that God will “get us out” of difficult situations, but “see us through” them.
Learning to persevere through trials will only strengthen our resolve for spiritual maturity. What
is your present “trial” that God is using to mature you?

6. Write out God’s goal for each one of us in James 1:4.

Perfect and entire simply means complete. God wants us to “get it all together.” Trials show us
how childish we act. Impatience reveals immaturity! Trials teach us to trust patiently in God.3

Lord, help me to apply what I have learned today about Your goals for my life.
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Tuesday

How can I confidently ask God for the
wisdom I need?
James 1:5-12

5. If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and
it shall be given him. 6. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of
the sea driven with the wind and tossed. 7. For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of
the Lord. 8. A double minded man is unstable in all his ways. 9. Let the brother of low degree rejoice in
that he is exalted: 10. But the rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall
pass away. 11. For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the
flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away
in his ways. 12. Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the
crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love Him.
1. In order to face tough times in a mature, grown-up way, we need godly wisdom. One commentator put
it this way, “When difficulties come, we must pray for wisdom...not just for strength to make it through or
power to endure, but wisdom to learn what God is teaching...wisdom to not waste the opportunity to see
God’s hand in our lives.”4 According to James 1:5, how do you get this wisdom?

What do you think it means when it says God will give liberally, and upbraid not?

Have you ever felt you have asked so many times for the same need that you do not want to bother
God again?

God has never told you that you come to Him too often or ask for too much; you therefore must come
to God with humble boldness, asking in order to receive. What does Matthew 7:7 promise?

2. Doubt, described in verse 6 as wavering faith, is the enemy of a confident prayer life. James
compares doubt with an ocean wave. List two ways in which an “ocean wave” and a “doubting prayer
life” are similar.

According to James 1:7, will doubters see answered prayer?
3. What kind of man is not only unsuccessful in his prayer life but also unstable in many areas of his
life? (verse 8)
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Explain what you think it means to be double-minded.

A double-minded person constantly changes his mind. You never know what to expect from him. He
is unpredictable. You never know how he will act the next time you meet him, because there is no
loyalty, no direction, and no stability in his life. One writer said, “Double-mindedness is dividing your
loyalties between the Lord and the world.”5 Do you have any friends that are double-minded?
How often do you act or pray in a double-minded way?
What area of life most easily distracts you from your focus on the Lord?

4. James 1:9-11 illustrates the double-minded man as one who straddles the fence—pleasing God
one minute and pleasing self with money and things the next. How would most answer the question,
“Who wants to be a millionaire?”
According to verses 9-11, what will happen someday to a rich man and his riches?

Are cars, clothes, and computers eternal?
How can the desire for material things draw our hearts away from the Lord?

What does Matthew 6:24 say about the double-mindedness of living for God and money at the same
time?

What is James’ prescribed cure for being double-minded in James 4:8?

5. James 1:12 promises reward to those who love the Lord and endure. The word endureth means
to pass the test or to stick it out patiently without quitting on God. Do you ever feel like quitting or
giving up on God because the Christian life is too hard?

Don’t quit! Keep your focus on God! Never surrender! Keep trusting! Never give up! Endure!

Lord, how reassuring to know of Your omniscient wisdom and Your overwhelming

give me that wisdom.

desire to
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Wednesday

How can I say “no” when temptation
says “yes”?
James 1:13-15

13. Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil,
neither tempteth He any man: 14. But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust,
and enticed. 15. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished,
bringeth forth death.
1. Read James 1:13-15 three times. The word temptations in James 1:2 deals with trials that God uses to
bring out the best in us. The word tempted in verse 13 is speaking of temptations that Satan uses to bring
out the worst in us. Write out verse 13.

According to this verse, is it ever right to blame God for the temptations you face?

Can you blame circumstances for your sin?
Is it ever right to blame others for your sin?
By making excuses for the way you were made, the circumstances you face, and the situations you are
placed into, you are actually blaming God for your sin. When you sin, whose fault is it?

2. James 1:14 states that every man is tempted. Do you know anyone who has never been
tempted?If yes, why do you think they have never been tempted?

We all will be tempted! How often have you thought something like:
“I can’t believe it! I did it again! I determined to say “no”, but as soon as it lifted its ugly head, I blew
it! I’ll admit, at the time it didn’t look as bad as it does now, and I tried it. What’s the matter with
me? Can I ever change?”
3. The word lust in verse 14 is frequently translated desire and the term is used to refer to any and
all cravings of an individual. Some desires are normal—desire for food or water—but even they must
be controlled. The excessive desire for money, popularity, or acceptance can quickly draw us into sin.
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The words drawn away and enticed can easily be understood by comparing them with the process of
fishing. Write out a simple comparison of fishing (from baiting the hook to throwing the fish into the
frying pan) to temptation and desires.

4. When the choice has been made to gratify the lust or desire, it results in sin! Sinning is a personal
choice! One commentator states that there “is not a man or devil who can compel us to sin.”6 You are
free to refuse the evil and choose the good. It is your welcoming the evil, choosing the evil instead of
the good, which constitutes sin. You can never say you were “tricked into sinning” or that “the devil
made me do it!” Each time you sin, who are you pleasing?

Each time you sin, who are you obeying?
Each time you sin, who are you disappointing?
Sin is a transgression or a breaking of what? (1 John 3:4)
5. Here is a little project to help you understand the process of temptation taught in James 1:13-15.
Match the Bible phrases from James 1:13-15 with the suggested outline.
• Desire

(verse 14)

• Deception

(verse 14)

• Disobedience

(verse 15)

• Death

(verse 15)

6. Sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. This phrase teaches that you have the freedom to
choose your sin but not the consequences of your sin. Using the list below, write where each sin could
lead and the consequences that could result.
• Drunkenness:
• Cheating:
• Internet pornography:
• Immorality:

Lord, help me to say “no” when a temptation prods me to say “yes.”
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Thursday

How can I best learn what the Bible
has for me?
James 1:16-21

16. Do not err, my beloved brethren. 17. Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and
cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.
18. Of His own will begat He us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of His
creatures. 19. Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow
to wrath: 20. For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God. 21. Wherefore lay apart
all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is
able to save your souls.
1. Read the passage above. Now write out James 1:16.

2. Do not err is found many times in the New Testament and is often translated be not deceived. It
usually refers to what has just been said and is followed by a powerful warning. What has James been
dealing with in verses 13-15?

With those verses in mind, how was James encouraging his brethren?

What do the following verses that begin with be not deceived have to say to each one of us?
• 1 Corinthians 15:33 Be not deceived
• Galatians 6:7 Be not deceived

3. According to verse 17, where do good and perfect gifts come from?

Who gives these good gifts?
Once God promises to give us something, does He ever change His mind?

Would God ever lie to us?
What God promises will always come to be. What Satan offers through temptation and deceitful
lusts is simply a lie and can never be trusted.
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4. Fill in the blanks of James 1:18.
Of His own ___________ begat He us with the ___________ of ___________, that we should be
a ___________ of ______________________ of His _________________ .
This verse, using the same terminology as being born again in John 3, deals with our salvation. How
is the word of truth instrumental in your salvation?

What do these verses from the Word of Truth say about your salvation?
• Romans 3:23
• Romans 6:23
• John 1:12
• Ephesians 2:8-9
5. James 1:19-20 tells how you should receive God’s Word. When you listen to your pastor preach, in
what ways can you be swift to hear?

What could cause you to be “slow to hear”?

How can you be slow to speak?
Do you have a problem with talking during church?
There is an old saying, “Many a man has had to repent of speaking, but never one of holding his
peace.” Instead of being angry about what is preached, how can you be slow to wrath?

6. Do you know anyone who constantly uses anger to get his own way?

What does Proverbs 29:22 say about a furious man?
According to Ecclesiastes 7:9, where does anger rest?
Anger is not the way to get your own way or manipulate people. What does James 1:20 say about
anger?

7. Verse 21 encourages us to confess all filthiness and wickedness before you are able to meekly
receive the Word of God. Before you go to worship, what should you do according to this verse?
Lord, control my senses, even my whole being, so that I may engraft Your Word into my life.
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Friday

How can I actually do what God tells
me in His Word?
James 1:22-27

22. But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. 23. For if any be
a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: 24.
For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was.
25. But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful
hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. 26. If any man among you seem
to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man’s religion is vain.
27. Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in
their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.
1. If you were to rate yourself from 1 (poor) to 10 (great), how would you rate your spiritual maturity?
How would you rate your devotional life?
How would you rate your prayer life?
How would you rate your consistency in witnessing?
How would you rate your success over temptation?
What do these ratings say about your spiritual maturity?
It is easy to think that you are doing better than you are or, in other words, to deceive yourself. In all of
these questions, did you rate yourself in comparison to other Christians or to the teachings of God’s
Word?
What should you compare to?
2. What illustration does James use in verses 23-25 to help you understand how you should listen to
and meditate on the Word of God?
When was the last time you looked into a mirror?
Were you pleased with what you saw?
What did you do to change, fix, or rebuild what you saw?
3. What is the perfect law of liberty?
Why do you think James used that phrase to describe the Word of God?
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List three practical ways you can continue looking at the principles you have learned in your morning
devotions each day.

4. What did your pastor preach on last Sunday night?
What text did your Sunday school teacher use last Sunday morning?
Is it easy to forget what you hear at church or read at home?
How can instant obedience (simply obeying what you hear) help you to remember and not
forget God’s Word?
5. The phrase this man shall be blessed in his deed actually means that you will be blessed in the
doing of the deed. The best way to experience God’s blessing in your life is to obey what He says and
watch how He blesses your obedience. What word does James use in verse 25 to describe doing what
God’s Word says? (a doer of the
)
Is obedience always fun?
Does obedience involve doing some hard and difficult things?
Would you agree that it is sometimes “hard work” to serve God?
What is the hardest thing you face in your daily walk with the Lord?
6. According to James 1:26, what one thing reveals that a professing believer may be a phony?
What is the difference between being religious and having a personal relationship with Christ?

7. What are the two characteristics of pure religion in verse 27?

Are you willing to help a widow or an orphan (someone in need) who can probably never pay you back?
Can we stay unspotted from the world by adding a pinch of worldliness to a pinch of religious stuff in
order to fit in anywhere?
Describe a spotted Christian.
Does that describe you?

Lord, strengthen me to be a doer of Your precious Word.
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Saturday & Sunday Review
James 1:1-27

What did I learn from James 1:1-4 about God’s goal for my life?

What did I learn from James 1:5-12 about confidently asking
God for wisdom?
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What did I learn from James 1:13-15 about saying “no” when temptation
says “yes”?

What did I learn from James 1:16-21 about what the Bible has for me?

What did I learn from James 1:22-27 that encourages me to actually do
what God tells me in His Word?
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Monday

Do others think I’m stuck-up or
unfriendly?
James 2:1-4

1. My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect of persons.
2. For if there come unto your assembly a man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there come in
also a poor man in vile raiment; 3. And ye have respect to him that weareth the gay clothing, and say
unto him, Sit thou here in a good place; and say to the poor, Stand thou there, or sit here under my
footstool: 4. Are ye not then partial in yourselves, and are become judges of evil thoughts?
1. Read James 2:1-4 twice. What do you think James is talking about when he mentions respect of
persons?
Today we use words such as snobbish, stuck-up, unfriendly, or prejudiced to define respect of
persons. What does Romans 2:11 say about God’s character?
What phrase in Deuteronomy 10:17 explains that God shows no partiality or prejudice?
2. Do you think it is easy to fall into the trap of judging others by their looks, their intelligence, their
race, their personality, their cars, or their clothes?
It is common for those who are rich to look down on the poor or those in charge to be overbearing on
those working for them. See how God draws your attention to this truth in Ephesians 6:5-9. Who is the
ultimate Master mentioned in Ephesians 6:9?
What does it say about Him in the same verse?
The Lord is impartial! Are you?
3. Read James 2:1 again. James calls his readers brethren and refers to their faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ. What is one of the first things you must admit in order to be saved? (Romans 3:23)

Someone who believes in the Gospel looks at himself as a sinner just as all men are. A true
understanding of salvation should show you that you are no better than anyone else. James calls
Christ the Lord of glory. When you go to church to worship, who should you focus on?
If you would keep your eyes on the Lord, it would help you to keep your eyes off of others.
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4. James 2:2 mentions a rich man and a poor man. What is used to describe these two men?
Do your friends judge people by the clothes they wear?
What is thought about those who would not be caught dead without the latest styles and most popular
name-brand shoes or clothes?

Do you say anything behind the backs of those who wear outdated clothes?
What does 1 Samuel 16:7 say about a man’s appearance?
What does 1 Peter 3:1-4 say about a girl’s appearance?

5. James 2:3 reveals how rude a person can be who would say to a poor person, sit here under my
footstool. Those who are prejudiced or partial (thinking they are better than others) would not even
give up their footstool for someone to sit on. List three ways people can be rude to others.

6. In James 2:4 God considers judging people (because of how they look or how much money they
have) as evil thinking! You think evil when you do not think like God thinks. How does God, our
Creator, look at everyone?
How does a loving God look at everyone?
How does a fair God look at everyone?
How should you view everyone that God brings into your life?

Lord, help me not to be prejudiced or partial to anyone. Help me to love and accept everyone in the
same way that You have accepted me.
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Tuesday

Should I look up to the rich and popular
crowd?
James 2:5-7

5. Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs
of the kingdom which He hath promised to them that love Him? 6. But ye have despised the poor. Do
not rich men oppress you, and draw you before the judgment seats? 7. Do not they blaspheme that
worthy name by the which ye are called?
1. James begins this passage with the word hearken, which simply means listen! What is the
difference between listening and hearing?
Have you ever sat in church hearing what the pastor was saying but not really listening?
Have you ever sat in a class hearing the teacher but your mind was a thousand miles away?
According to Luke 19:48, how did the people listen to Jesus as He taught in the synagogue?
2. In verse 5 you read the phrase rich in faith. Would God rather you be rich in money or rich in
faith?
According to Hebrews 11:6, what pleases God?
What does James 2:5 have in common with Hebrews 11:6?
3. What verse in James 1 also uses the phrase found in James 2:5—promised to them that love
Him?
What do you think the phrases crown of life (1:12) and heirs of the kingdom (2:5) have in common?

Do you love God?
How do you show the Lord your love for Him?
4. The word despised in verse 6 does not mean hate as much as it means to look down upon, to
sneer, to mock or laugh at. What do you think God thinks when you laugh at someone He created,
even though they may be a little slow mentally?
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How do you think God feels when you make fun of someone He loves, even though they may be
physically deformed?

Can you think of anyone that you look down on or laugh at because of the way they talk, think, act,
or look?
5. The word oppress in verse 6 means to tyrannize. Unbelieving, rich men get what they want no
matter who it hurts. In the ancient world there was a strange custom that if a creditor met a debtor
on the street, he could seize him by the neck of his robe, almost choking him, and literally drag him to
court.7 These men were like the bullies of today who think that everyone owes them something. How
tough will these arrogant bullies be when they stand before God?
Write out James 2:7.
Names are a means of identification. Being called a Christian identifies us with Jesus Christ. Does
it embarrass you to be called a Christian in front of your friends?
Many of the “rich and famous” of our day (most of whom got their fame and money through sports or
Hollywood) are blasphemers. Almost every popular sitcom on TV today seeks to be irreverent and tries
to make a mockery of God. List below the popular television stars and sports heroes that you know
who have consistent testimonies as Christians who hate sin and love God.
8. Would you rather meet an NBA superstar who cannot control his cursing or a faithful missionary with
incredible faith who has served God for over 30 years in the heart of Africa?
Would you rather tell your friends that you met a star from Saturday Night Live or an elderly Sunday
school teacher that has consistently taught for more than 40 years?
From the last two questions, which individuals is God most pleased with?

Lord, help me to love and honor those who love and honor You.
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Wednesday

Wow! Is it actually sin to look down on
others?
James 2:8-13

8. If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well: 9.
But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors. 10. For
whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. 11. For he that said, Do
not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a
transgressor of the law. 12. So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law of liberty. 13. For
he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no mercy; and mercy rejoiceth against judgment.

1. James begins this section mentioning the royal law which refers to Christ’s answer to a lawyer in
Matthew. In Matthew 22:37, what is the first part of this royal law?
When you love God with perfect devotion, you do not break any of His commands. When you love others
with perfect love, you do not sin against them. Is it easy to love with perfect love?
2. What convicts you as a lawbreaker and a sinner? (verse 9)
At the beginning of chapter 2, James explained the problem of showing partiality and illustrated it
with a rich man and a poor man. Now he refers to God’s law. What do we call God’s written law
today?
How does God use the Bible to convince you of your sin?
According to Romans 7:7, what does the law do for you?
Is it as important to keep God’s laws as the laws of our country?
4. Write out James 2:10.
5. How many laws do you need to break in order to be a law breaker?
How many times do you have to lie in order to be a liar?
How many tests do you need to cheat on to be a cheater?
How many times do you need to steal to be a thief?
How often would you need to kill to be considered a murderer?
Is “one little sin” a big deal in the eyes of God?
Is it in your eyes?
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6. James illustrates this truth with the sins of murder and adultery. How often do you hear about
murder on the news?
Is abortion sin?
What does Psalm 139:13-17 have to say about a child in his mother’s womb?
7. Is it a shock anymore that many pro basketball, football, and baseball players live very immoral
lives?
Does television portray adultery as a sin against God?
Do you personally know any families that have been devastated by adultery?
What is your biblical view of murder and adultery?

8. According to verse 12, will murder, adultery, or any other sin be judged by our modern world’s
standards or by God’s Word?
Will anyone “get away” with his sin?

Can you?

9. Some things in the Christian life are conditional—some things are not! God’s love for us is
unconditional—His forgiveness is not! According to Matthew 6:14-15, what must you do before you
ask for your sins to be forgiven?
Now read James 2:13. In your own words, define mercy.
Does God give you what you deserve?

If God gave you what you truly deserved, where would you spend eternity?
God’s mercy in judgment is conditional upon you showing mercy to others. How can you show mercy
to someone who has gossiped about you?

How can you show mercy to a family member who irritates you?
According to James 2:13, who will not receive mercy from the Lord?

Lord, keep me from sin. Give me a heart motivated by love and mercy.
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Thursday

How can I know that I have true, saving
faith?
James 2:14-20

14. What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save
him? 15. If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, 16. And one of you say unto them,
Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful
to the body; what doth it profit? 17. Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 18. Yea, a man
may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my
faith by my works. 19. Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and
tremble. 20. But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?

1. It is vitally important that today’s passage, James 2:14-20, is clearly understood because it shows
the difference between “dead faith” and “saving faith.” The key word in verse 14 is say. What does
Matthew 7:21 say about professors of salvation who are not true believers?
What does Titus 1:16 say about professors who are not possessors?

(James did not say that this person has faith but that he claims to have it!)
2. James asks the question “Can faith save him?” regarding a man who says he has faith but has no
works to back it up. The question is better translated, “Can that kind of faith save him?” According to
Ephesians 2:8-9, can you work to earn your salvation?
Is salvation earned or given?
What does James use to illustrate the foolishness of a faith that does not change an individual?
(James 2:15-16)
3. Works do not earn salvation, but they do reveal a changed and obedient heart towards God. Works,
which could be called believer’s birthmarks or the characteristics of a Christian, help to assure you of
your salvation. Aside from your profession, how do you know you are saved?
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4. Write out James 2:17 and see how James consolidates his thoughts on this important issue.

5. According to verse 18, how can you prove with confidence that you are saved?

6. Have you ever stopped to think what the demons know about God? The demons experienced the
power of God when they were cast out of heaven, and that’s why they tremble before Him. (verse 19)
Match the following references with the doctrines the devils believe.
• The deity of Jesus Christ

Mark 5:1-13

• The power of God over Satan

James 2:19

• The existence of God

Luke 4:41

7. James ends this passage by repeating what he has been saying for six verses. Fill in the blanks for
James 2:20.
“But ___________ thou ___________, O ___________ man, that ___________
without works is ___________?”
8. The phrase wilt thou know literally means are you willing to know. Do you have any friends who are
professing believers but have absolutely no evidence of growth and change in their lives and are unwilling
to admit that they are either far, far from the Lord or completely lost?
What should you do for them?
Do you think it would be beneficial to challenge them to study this passage?
What does James call them in verse 20?
Many are not rebelliously fighting against God but are deceived, fooling both themselves and others
that they are Christians. How about you? Do you have dead faith or real faith?

Only you and the Lord know for sure.

Lord, thank You for working in my life in such a way that I have full confidence that my faith, backed
by good works, is real.
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Friday

What evidences in my life help others
see that I am a Christian?
James 2:21-26

21. Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the
altar? 22. Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? 23.
And the Scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for
righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. 24. Ye see then how that by works a man is
justified, and not by faith only. 25. Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when
she had received the messengers, and had sent them out another way? 26. For as the body without
the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.
1. James ends this chapter with two examples of great faith. Which example portrays a godly Jew who
is honored as the father of God’s chosen people?
Which example speaks of an ungodly Gentile woman who is referred to as a harlot almost every time
we read about her?
What do these two examples have in common that pleases God?
2. James 2:21-22 says that Abraham was justified by works and by works was faith made perfect.
Doesn’t this seem to contradict Ephesians 2:8-9’s teaching of salvation by grace, through faith and
that not of ourselves?
Remember, the word justified means that we are considered forgiven and have a right relationship
with God. Whenever you find an apparent contradiction in Scripture (which in reality is an impossibility),
dig in to find what is really being taught. For instance, we already know that…
• James stressed salvation as a gift. (James 1:17-18)
• James 2:23 reveals salvation by faith alone as Abraham simply believed God being called the
Friend of God.
• The work that justified Abraham happened many years after Abraham was declared righteous
by God.
Therefore, Abraham’s faith is what made him accepted and justified by God; his willingness to offer
Isaac is what demonstrated his faith and therefore justified him in the eyes of man. No contradiction!

3. We read in verse 23 that Abraham had quite a testimony. Because of his faith and obedience, he
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was called the Friend of God! What do your friends say about you and your testimony?

4. According to James 2:25, what was Rahab’s occupation?
What did she do to reveal her genuine faith in Jehovah God? (verse 25)
James did not commend her lying or her occupation. He did show that her works (risking her own life
and the lives of her family), revealed her genuine faith in God. What would James see in your life
that demonstrates your genuine faith in the Lord?

5. Here are a few biblical questions to examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own
selves. (2 Corinthians 13:5a)
• Was there ever a time in your life when you admitted that you were a sinner and realized that
because of your sin, you were separated from a life with God both now and for eternity?
• Was there ever a time in your life when you sensed the conviction of the Holy Spirit of God as He
drew you to Himself, at which time you trusted Christ as the payment for your sin?
• Have you trusted Christ and Christ alone for your salvation? Do you enjoy a living relationship with
Him through His Word and in the Spirit?
• Do you have a hunger for the Word of God? (1 Peter 2:2-3)
• Do you have a desire to do right and to please God? (1 John 2:3-7)
• Do you enjoy the fellowship of God’s people, or are you more comfortable with unbelievers? (1 John 3:14)
• Do you experience God’s convicting Spirit when you sin? (Hebrews 12:6-9)
6. True faith will always be demonstrated by good works. Write out James 2:26.

Lord, thank You for saving me through faith alone. Thank You also for helping me grow and change
to be more like Christ, which assures me that I have genuine faith.
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Saturday & Sunday Review
James 2:1-26

What did I learn from James 2:1-4 about being stuck-up or unfriendly?

What did I learn from James 2:5-7 about showing favor to the rich
and popular crowd?
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What did I learn from James 2:8-13 about looking
down on others?

What did I learn from James 2:14-20 about true, saving faith?

What did I learn from James 2:21-26 about the evidences in my life that
help others see that I am a Christian?
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Monday

Will I ever be able to control this stupid
tongue of mine?
James 3:1-4

1. My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation. 2. For
in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also
to bridle the whole body. 3. Behold, we put bits in the horses’ mouths, that they may obey us; and we
turn about their whole body. 4. Behold also the ships, which though they be so great, and are driven
of fierce winds, yet are they turned about with a very small helm, whithersoever the governor listeth.
1. This week’s study of James 3 will reveal what God thinks about the way you use your tongue.
James mentions the tongue in every chapter of his epistle. After each reference below, write what
James says about the tongue.
• James 1:19
• James 1:26
• James 2:12
• James 3:8
• James 4:11
• James 5:12
2. The Apostle Paul also emphasizes the danger of a wicked tongue in Romans 3:13-15. He
mentions five different parts of the body that are the most common vehicles for sin. Write them out
below and circle the ones that are related to speech.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
3. Who does James 3:1 say will receive greater condemnation?
Another word for master is teacher or someone who is called into a teaching or preaching ministry.
How often do teachers or preachers use their tongues?
This verse warns those heading for a teaching or preaching ministry (which is a great ministry to
be in) to take the responsibility very seriously. Have you ever considered serving God in a full-time
ministry?
4. What do Romans 3:23, Ecclesiastes 7:20, and James 3:2 teach in common?
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The word offend actually means to stumble. There are very few who walk so closely with God and so
inoffensively with man that they do not stumble.8 Have you ever said something and wanted to “take
it back”?
When was the last time you “stumbled” with what you said?
James uses the word perfect to describe a very mature believer. Why is gossiping and backbiting so
immature?

Do you struggle with either of these?
5. James 3:3 compares the tongue to a horse’s bit which lies on the top of the horse’s tongue and is
attached to the bridle and the reins. It is used by the rider to control the horse’s actions. The tongue is
very powerful and controls our actions! Sometimes we act as fierce as a wild animal and as stubborn
as a dumb mule. What does David have to say about this in Psalm 32:9?

6. James 3:4 compares the tongue to a ship’s rudder. The ships in James’ day, though not as big as
ocean liners, could carry over 275 crewmen and prisoners. A little rudder can turn a huge ship to
safety or danger. How can our tongues be a blessing?

How can our tongues get us into trouble?
7. A bridle keeps a horse from stumbling and a rudder keeps a ship from a rocky coast. What does
Solomon say about this in Proverbs 21:23?
There are no limits to what can be said. The Bible describes the tongue as wicked, deceitful, perverse,
filthy, corrupt, slanderous, gossiping, blasphemous, foolish, boasting, complaining, cursing, sensual,
and vile. As one commentator said, “No wonder God put the tongue in a cage behind the teeth, walled
in by the mouth!”9 This week, let’s learn how to control our tongues for God’s glory.

Lord, I need Your strength to control this troublesome tongue.
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Tuesday

There is nothing that gets me in more
trouble than my tongue!
James 3:5-8

5. Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how great a matter a
little fire kindleth! 6. And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members,
that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell. 7.
For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, and hath
been tamed of mankind: 8. But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.
1. James 3:5 refers to the two illustrations in verses 1-4. What examples does James use to illustrate
how “little” things can control “big“ things?

2. Verse 5 also says that the tongue boasteth great things. Boasting is a common sin of a tongue
which has become a slave to pride. Read Psalm 12:2-4 and describe the character of those who
misuse their tongues and the judgment they will receive from God.

According to Proverbs 14:3, who has pride in his mouth?
3. The phrase Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth is talking about the danger and
destruction that can come from one little spark or flame. The word matter can also be translated
woods or forest.10 List three characteristics of a forest fire that could also be characteristics of a
selfish tongue.
1.
2.
3.
4. James’ choice of phrases in verse 6 makes this verse a little difficult to understand. He compares
the tongue to fire. Explain how quickly gossip can spread like fire through a school or a church.

He uses the phrase a world of iniquity to show that your words can cause destruction worldwide!
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One writer put it this way, “It is rapid and violent...quickly it sets a lame in anger, revenge,
retaliation; it lares up like a barn illed with hay and consumes and controls everything inside the
barn until it destroys the barn also.”11 How can the sin of gossip or spreading of rumors consume
and control you?

5. What illustration does James use in verses 7-8?
Do you have a pet at home?
What kind?
What’s its name?
Is it well trained?
Has your pet ever attended obedience school?
What is necessary to effectively train a pet to obey?
Your tongue is likened to a wild beast. What is necessary to effectively tame that tiger behind your
teeth?

6. Even though man cannot tame his tongue, God can. How can the following passages help you give
God total control of your tongue?
Joshua 1:8
Psalm 19:14
Psalm 51:15
Psalm 71:8
Psalm 139:4
Psalm 141:3
7. Poison can quickly kill or cause a slow, agonizing death. The tongue can do the same. Someone
has calculated that for every word in Hitler’s Mein Kampf, 125 lives were lost in World War II.12 How
do you want God to change your tongue?

Lord, please guard my mouth and help me not to sin with my tongue.
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Wednesday

How can I learn to be consistent in the
way I use my tongue?
James 3:9-12

9. Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, which are made after the
similitude of God. 10. Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these
things ought not so to be. 11. Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet water and bitter?
12. Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? either a vine, figs? so can no fountain both yield
salt water and fresh.
1. In James 3:9-12, James attacks the issue of a hypocritical, inconsistent tongue. Many control their
tongues like they ride roller coasters: up and down, up and down. They do great one day and terrible
the next.
Do you ever feel that way?
List the two ways James says men use their tongues in verse 9.
2. What do you think it means to bless we God, even the Father with your tongue?
If you wrote to praise, to honor, or to speak well of, then you defined it correctly. What three things
should you bless God for from 2 Corinthians 1:3?
According to Psalm 68:19, why should you bless God?

(When you have time, read Psalm 103. This psalm will encourage you to bless the Lord seven times
and lists over twenty reasons why you should praise and honor Him!)
3. The end of verse 9 deals with the sin of cursing. The same tongue that praises God for His
goodness often curses men. How would you explain the difference between cursing, filthy talking,
and blasphemy?

To curse actually means to wish evil on someone who made you mad, to the point of asking God to
damn them to hell for eternity. Do you hear much cursing or filthy talk at school or work?
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Do you have a strong enough testimony among your friends that when someone curses or takes God’s
name in vain, they quickly apologize to you?
Do you curse or take God’s name in vain?
Below is a First Century story on how the tongue can be used for good or evil.
Rabbi Simeon, the son of Gamaliel, said to his servant Tobias, “Go and bring me some good food
from the market.” The servant went, and he bought tongues. At another time he said to the same
servant, “Go and buy me some bad food.” The servant went and bought tongues. The master
said, “What is the reason that when I ordered thee to buy me good and bad food, thou didst bring
tongues?” The servant answered, “From the tongue both good and evil come to man; if it be good,
there is nothing better; if bad, there is nothing worse.”13
4. Write out James 3:10, the key verse of this section, below.

5. What did James say ought not to be?
James illustrates this fact in the next two verses. List the four examples he uses in verses 11-12 to
show that true blessing and true cursing cannot come from the same heart.
1.
2.
3.
4.
6. According to Matthew 15:18-20 and Mark 7:21-23, where do evil speaking and cursing originate?
Since such speech is a heart issue, where should it be dealt with?
How do you go about changing a person’s heart?
7. Since cursing and blasphemy cannot freely flow from a true believer’s heart, what is the first thing
a person who is openly blasphemous needs to do? (Refer to 2 Corinthians 13:5.)

Lord, may I never disappoint You by cursing You or any man.
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Thursday

I cannot have a wise, Christlike spirit
and keep bitterness, envy, and strife
in my heart!
James 3:13-16
13. Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out of a good
conversation his works with meekness of wisdom. 14. But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your
hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth. 15. This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is
earthly, sensual, devilish. 16. For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work.
1. Our tongues can make us look foolish. If a teenager in your church was asked to name someone
who was known for having great wisdom and practical knowledge, would he give your name? Why or
why not?
List two people you know who would be considered wise and endued with knowledge.

2. Someone has said that wisdom is seeing through the eyes of God. Wisdom is the ability to skillfully
apply knowledge to real-life situations.14 In other words, a wise person knows how to live in such a
way that pleases God and actually lives that way. What does good conversation in verse 13 mean?

Meekness is the opposite of arrogance, self-centeredness, and self-promotion. What would be evident
in your life if you consistently lived a life dominated by meekness of wisdom?

List five works that could reveal a heart that is meek and wise.

3. Read verse 14. What is the most bitter thing you have ever eaten (other than collard greens)?

Have you ever had to take medicine that left a bitter taste in your mouth?
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The word translated bitter was used for undrinkable water. Add the word envy, which denotes a hot,
vengeful jealousy, and you have a harsh, resentful attitude towards others. Strife could be translated
as a selfish ambition or a sel-seeking attitude. With these definitions, write a short, fictional story o
two individuals who are angry and bitter with each other because of something that happened in the
past.

4. The phrase lie not against the truth compares our walk and our talk. Explain how inconsistent living
could lie against someone who says he believes the truth of God’s Word.

5. Anyone who is consistently bitter, envious, or selfish is not thinking clearly. Where does verse 15
say that type of thinking or wisdom does not come from?
6. James defines this unbiblical wisdom with three words. Which one of the words implies that this
wisdom is generated by the emissaries of Satan’s forces?
Which word refers to man’s human weakness, feebleness, and frailty?
Which word characterizes this wisdom as temporal and limited to earth?
Is your life characterized by God’s wisdom or the earthly wisdom that is feeble, frail, and devilish?
7. From James 3:16, what is the result of relationships filled with envy and strife?

Every evil work means every worthless work or work that is simply good for nothing. Lives that are filled with
envy, strife, and bitterness will accomplish absolutely nothing for God. Is that you?

Lord, please keep me from allowing bitterness, envy, and selfish ambition to control my life. Give me
meekness of wisdom.
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Friday

How can I be a peacemaker rather than
a troublemaker?
James 3:17-18

17. But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated,
full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. 18. And the fruit of righteousness
is sown in peace of them that make peace.
1. James 3:17 is the answer to the unbiblical wisdom you studied yesterday from verses 13-16.
Where does true, godly wisdom come from?
Meditate on what you learned in James 1:1-5 and James 3:13-18 and write a practical definition of wisdom
and how it should be observed in our everyday lives.

2. James lists eight characteristics of the wisdom that is from above in verse 17. Write out each
characteristic below.
• Godly wisdom is P
• Godly wisdom is P
• Godly wisdom is G
• Godly wisdom is E

to be I

• Godly wisdom is F

of M

• Godly wisdom is F

of G

• Godly wisdom is W

P

• Godly wisdom is W

F

H

3. Adam Clarke’s Commentary gives good explanations for each of the characteristics of wisdom
listed above.15 The best you can, place each characteristic from above with the proper explanation
listed on the following page. After studying these definitions, rate yourself on how you currently apply
these truths. On the short blank line to the right, use the rating scale of 1 (never) or 10 (always).
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• Living in peace with others and promoting peace among men (peace-loving and peace-promoting)
_______________________________________________________________________

_________

• Meek, modest, of an equal mind (sweet reasonableness, kindness, patient humility, no thought of
hatred or revenge)
_______________________________________________________________________

_________

• Without dissimulation, without pretending to be what it is not, acting always in its own character,
never working under a mask
_______________________________________________________________________

_________

• Chaste, holy, and clean (refers to spiritual integrity and moral sincerity)
_______________________________________________________________________

_________

• Ready to pass by a transgression, to grant forgiveness to those who offend, to perform every
possible act of kindness
_______________________________________________________________________

_________

• Each temper and disposition producing fruits suited to and descriptive of its nature
_______________________________________________________________________

_________

• Not stubborn or obstinate, of a yielding disposition in all things (teachable, compliant, easily
persuaded)
_______________________________________________________________________

_________

• Without making a difference, rendering to every man his due; never being swayed by self-interest,
worldly honor, or the fear of man; knowing no man after the flesh
_______________________________________________________________________

_________

4. Would your friends say that you have a pure testimony?
____________________________________________________________________________________
Are you peace-loving and peace-promoting? _______________________________________________
Do others know you as being kind, patient, and humble? ____________________________________
Would your parents consider you teachable, compliant, and easily persuaded to change?
____________________________________________________________________________________
Are you quick to forgive those who have sinned against you? _________________________________
Do you unfairly judge others or show prejudice in any way?___________________________________
Do you believe anyone would consider you hypocritical, fake, or insincere in your walk with the Lord?
____________________________________________________________________________________
5. Write out James 3:18.

Godly wisdom will make you a peacemaker rather than a troublemaker.
Lord, help me to grow in all the characteristics of genuine wisdom.
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Saturday & Sunday Review
James 3:1-18

What did I learn from James 3:1-4 about controlling my stupid tongue?

What did I learn from James 3:5-8 about the trouble my tongue
gets me into?
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What did I learn from James 3:9-12 about consistency in the way
I use my tongue?

What did I learn from James 3:13-16 about keeping bitterness, envy, and
strife in my heart?

What did I learn from James 3:17-18 about being a peacemaker rather
than a troublemaker?
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Monday

How can I escape this constant warfare
that surrounds me?
James 4:1-3

1. From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that
war in your members? 2. Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight
and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not. 3. Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that
ye may consume it upon your lusts.
1. Living a life that pleases God is not easy! James 4:1 asks a very serious question, “Where does all
this fighting come from?”
Which word in verse 1 means conflict in general?
Which word speaks of specific battles?
God never intended for there to be so much fighting, backbiting, arguing, and disagreeing among
Christians. Is there much division in your home?
Are there people in your church who cannot seem to get along?
Do you often fight and argue with others?
Are there constant wars and fightings with your family?
According to this verse, where do you think these conflicts begin?
2. The word lust in the New Testament could be translated desire and is usually used in a negative
way. James is saying that such conflict is motivated by selfish desires. Have you heard this phrase?

There are just two choices on the shelf,
pleasing God or pleasing self! 16
Is it your purpose in life to submit to God’s will or to satisfy your own desires for the pleasures of this
world?

If self you choose, then you will lose;
If God’s your choice, you will rejoice!
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3. If you are having a very difficult time getting along with someone or even liking them, where will
you find the root of the problem?
What does Proverbs 13:10 have to say about this problem?
If enjoying selfish pleasures is our goal in life, then nothing but strife, hatred, and division can
possibly follow. Is that what you really want in life?
4. Write out each phrase of verse 2 after the outline heading.
• Unsatisfied Pleasure:
• Uncontrolled Passion:
• Unanswered Prayer:
5. Everyone desires peace and happiness, but most are not willing to submit to God and receive these things
on His terms. Selfish ambition often leads to envy and hatred which ultimately could result in murder.
What does John say about hatred and murder in 1 John 3:15?
How did Jesus deal with hatred and murder in His Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5:21-24?
6. The phrase ye fight and war, yet ye have not because ye ask not reveals the certain frustration of
selfish living. Write how each of the following expositor’s comments personally apply to your life.
• Literally, your desires or pleasures are soldiering, campaigning, carrying on a war, fighting
for gratification in order to get their own way.17
• Frequently, outer battles are symptomatic of the inner battles of those involved in the conflict.18
• Whenever you quarrel and fight with others at home or at church, it is because you have
already lost the battle within.19
• If we do not change within, we more often become troublemakers rather than peacemakers.20
• Frustration comes when we do not want what God wants.21
7. Read verse 3. When you make selfish desires the object of your prayers, are you actually
worshipping God or self?

Lord, please forgive me for my selfishness. I want to please You!
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Tuesday

There is no way I can want to be an
enemy of God!
James 4:4-6

4. Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God?
whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. 5. Do ye think that the scripture
saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy? 6. But He giveth more grace. Wherefore
He saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.
1. What does James call unfaithful believers at the beginning of James 4:4?
What is an adulterer?
Do you know of anyone who has been unfaithful in his or her marriage by committing adultery?
Explain how you would feel if your husband or wife left you and ran off with someone else.

So when you sin, you not only break God’s commandments, you also break His heart, just as the heart
of a marriage partner is broken when the other selfishly and deliberately deserts him or her.
2. The phrase know ye not is not speaking of being ignorant of God’s truth but ignoring God’s truth.
The word means to consider, to think about, to understand. Most of us sin because we do not think!
When we have a love relationship with the world rather than God, God calls us adulterers and the
_________________________ of God in verse 4.
Personally, I do not want to be an enemy of God! The best way to become God’s enemy is to become
the world’s what?

What is the difference between friendship and enmity?

3. What does it mean to be a good friend?
The word used for friendship in verse 4 has the sense of a strong emotional attachment or a deep
and intimate longing for. Are you emotionally attached to the world in any way?

Are you a better friend with the world than with God?
4. How would you define the world mentioned in James 4:4?
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One commentator explains the world this way: “The world is all that is apart from God...the
godlessness of the world...the world’s disregard of God...the world’s resentment of the standards
of God...the world’s refusal of the ways of God.”22 Do you love the world more than you love God?
Write out 1 John 2:15-16 while thinking and meditating on each word.

5. James 4:5 is not an easy verse to understand. Although the quote is not found specifically in
Scripture, its teachings are throughout the Bible. We will look at the word spirit as man’s spirit which
lusteth to envy or yearns jealously to have its own way. Would your flesh rather do right or wrong? _
Is pleasing God rather than self a battle for you?
The key to victory is in the next verse, But He giveth more grace.
6. The fact that God gives more grace shows that His grace is stronger than the flesh, the world, or
the devil. Grace is the God-given ability and desire to say “no” to the sel ish desires you battle.
According to James 4:6, who does God give grace to?
Define humility.
God hates pride! Pride is the sin that made devils out of angels. Define pride.

7. The phrase resisteth the proud actually means stands in battle array or in direct opposition to.23
Is God opposed to your life because of your pride?

Most sins are against God’s laws; pride is against the sovereignty of God. God honors simple, childlike dependence on Him; pride is an attempt to be independent of God. Do you lean on God or trust
in self?

Lord, make my greatest desire Your friendship and Your grace.
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Wednesday

Wow! God wants me to have a close
relationship with Him!
James 4:7-10

7. Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8. Draw nigh to
God, and He will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double
minded. 9. Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy
to heaviness. 10. Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He shall lift you up.
1. As we learned yesterday, God’s loving grace is available to the humble but not to the proud! What
is the first command in verse 7?
What does it mean to submit?
A truly humble person will put themselves under God’s authority, obey His commandments, and follow
His leadership. In what ways do you find it hard to submit to God?

2. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. To resist means to take your stand against. You either
submit to the lordship of Christ or the lordship of Satan. Which describes your daily life?
Learning to say “no” to sin and Satan shows your love and loyalty to your Lord. Are you more
consistent at resisting Satan’s temptations or resisting God’s commandments?
Do you submit to God and resist the devil, or submit to desire and resist God?
There is no middle ground. As you saw in James 4:4, if you are the world’s friend, you are God’s
enemy! The devil can wrestle with you, but he cannot throw you unless you quit. Neither Satan nor
his devils can make you sin. Explain how submitting to God and resisting the devil are the same
thing.

3. Write out the first eleven words of verse 8 which is one of the greatest promises in all the Word of
God.

You can be as close to God as you want to be! What two things are necessary in order to draw near
to God? (verse 8)
Both your hands and your heart must be in submission to God in order to have a close relationship
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with Him. How do you purify your hearts? (Refer to 1 John 1:9.)
How do you cleanse your hands? (Refer to Ephesians 4:22-32.)
Is there any sin in your life that keeps you from having a close relationship with the Lord?

4. At first reading, James 4:9 seems to be a very negative verse.
“Be

, and
, and
, and your joy to

: let your laughter be turned to
__ .”

The first step in salvation is a realization of our sinfulness before God! What does God promise
never to overlook in Psalm 51:17?
Even as a Christian, you need to get serious about your sin and seek God’s cleansing and
forgiveness. One commentator defines the word laughter as “the flippant laughter of those foolishly
indulging in worldly pleasures.”24 The picture is of people who give no thought to God, life, death,
sin, judgment, or holiness. When was the last time you were broken over your sin and were
grieved with a heavy heart?
5. James 4:10 sums up ten commands from verses 6-9 that characterize a truly humble person. For
review, write out those ten commands below while meditating on each one to see if they mark your
life.
1. S _____________________________________ 6. Be __________________________________
2. R _____________________________________ 7. M ____________________________________
3. D _____________________________________ 8. W____________________________________
4. C _____________________________________ 9. Let your ______________________________
5. P _____________________________________ 10. And your _____________________________
6. Humility is the key to a close walk with the Lord. What does God promise to those who humble
themselves in the sight of the Lord?

Lord, draw me closer to You!
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Thursday

What does God think about gossiping
or attacking others with words?
James 4:11-12

11. Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth his
brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou judge the law, thou art not a doer of
the law, but a judge. 12. There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy: who art thou that
judgest another?
1. To whom did James address the first phrase of verse 11, Speak not evil one of another?
Since James is speaking to Christian brethren, who is the one of another referring to?
God is speaking against the sin of slander and gossip, which is condemning other Christians with the
words of your mouth. Do you struggle with this sin?
2. We are slow to realize that there are few sins which the Bible so unsparingly condemns as the sin of
mean and malicious gossip. Most people delight in gossip and enjoy telling slanderous stories—especially
those about some popular person. Is gossip a problem in your church?
In your church or youth group, are there main instigators when it comes to starting and spreading
rumors?

Do you join in with them or refuse to repeat what you hear?
Circle the references that explain God’s view of evil speaking.

Ephesians 4:31

Hezekiah 4:18

1 Peter 2:1

Colossians 3:8

3. When the Bible speaks of the evils of judging each other it always refers to malicious, behind-theback slander. Never use these verses as an excuse not to confront sin. Confronting sin out of a heart
of love and concern for the individual is not the same as acting like a judge to condemn someone’s
reputation and testimony to others. What do the following verses say about confronting sin in order
to help an individual change?
• Matthew 18:15-17
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• Acts 20:31
• Titus 1:13

4. Verses 11-12 encourage you not to be too quick to judge others. If you critically judge everyone
you think is wrong, you are putting yourself in God’s place as a judge. Comparing the two phrases
“who is able” and “who art thou,” which phrase refers to God?
Which phrase basically says, “Who do you think you are?”
Do you have a problem criticizing others to your friends?
James is telling you that it is sin to speak evil of others by judging, criticizing, and gossiping. If you
have been guilty of this in the past, what should you do now?

5. What does Psalm 101:5 say about those who slander?

List four of the words listed in 2 Corinthians 12:20 that refer to sinning against other people with the
tongue.

6. According to verse 11, when you speak evil against and judge your brother, you also are speaking
evil against and judging what?
How does Matthew 22:37-40 sum up the entire law?
Gossip, slander, and evil speaking are the opposites of love! When you disobey God’s Word, you are
actually putting yourself so far above it and God that you think they are undeserving of your
attention, submission, or obedience.
7. Who is the only true lawgiver? (verse 12)
Sin seeks to dethrone God as Judge and Lawgiver and to rule in His place! Basically, the end of
verse 12 is saying, “Who do you think you are to put yourself above God and His Word?” Do you
struggle with this?
Lord, help me be careful about what I say about others. Amen.
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Friday

More than anything else in the world,
I want God’s perfect will for my life!
James 4:13-17

13. Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a year,
and buy and sell, and get gain: 14. Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your
life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away. 15. For that ye ought
to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that. 16. But now ye rejoice in your boastings: all
such rejoicing is evil. 17. Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.
1. Go to now is a phrase to gain attention, like, “Listen!” or “Hey, look this way!” Is it easy to hear
preaching without really listening?
Have you ever read over a paragraph or even a passage of Scripture but have absolutely no idea
what you have just read?

Today, let’s concentrate hard on what we study.
2. The first part of James 4 shows man trying to question or fight against God’s Word. Now, in verses
13-17, it seems man is seeking to overrule God’s sovereignty. Compare verses 13 and 15 to see
who is mentioned in verse 15 that is left out of verse 13.
God wants you to wisely plan ahead, but He does not want you to leave Him out of the process. List two
ways you could leave God out of your plans for choosing a life work or a life mate.

Do you catch yourself racing through the busyness of life as if God does not exist?
How often do you talk to Him?
3. Verse 14 says, Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. Can you know the future?
Can you predict what is going to happen next year?
Who is the only one that you can trust with your future?
4. Because God knows your future and you do not always know what is best for your life, you should
submit your future goals, dreams, and direction to God. Match the following statements with the
proper phrases from James 4:14-15.
• Your life is unpredictable.
• Your life is short.
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• Your life is feeble.
• Your life is entirely in God’s hands.
5. When you are young, life seems as if it will go on forever and forever. In verse 14, what does
James compare life to?
Describe how a puff of smoke or a warm breath on a cold, winter day is compared to the brevity of
life.
Because life is so short, what should be your consideration in regard to your life’s work or career?
Have you ever considered serving God in a full-time capacity as a pastor, youth leader, missionary,
camp worker, or Christian school teacher?
At the end of life, how will your choice of life’s work impact what you will have accomplished for
eternity?

6. Write out James 4:15.

Spiritually mature believers submit their plans to the Lordship of Christ; they want God’s will and
God’s best for their lives. How should this verse affect your future goals in life?
7. Do you know anyone who is seemingly very successful and has accumulated both wealth and
popularity without God’s intervention?
What does God say in verse 16 about those who boast that they “have arrived” without God’s help?
8. Read James 4:17. One writer says, “Knowledge and responsibility go hand in hand. To sin
ignorantly is one thing. To sin in the face of known truth is something altogether different.”25 How
many times can you remember violating James 4:17 this past week?

Lord, help me to trust You with my choices today and my future tomorrow.
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Saturday & Sunday Review
_

James 4:1-17

What did I learn from James 4:1-3 about escaping the constant internal
warfare?

_
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What did I learn from James 4:4-6 about being an enemy of God?

What did I learn from James 4:7-10 about having a close personal
relationship with God?

What did I learn from James 4:11-12 about gossip?

What did I learn from James 4:13-17 about God’s perfect will
for my life?

53

Monday

I’d hate to be in the shoes of wealthy
unbelievers when they stand before God!
James 5:1-6
1. Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you. 2. Your riches
are corrupted, and your garments are motheaten. 3. Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of
them shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure
together for the last days. 4. Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down your fields,
which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped are entered into
the ears of the Lord of sabaoth. 5. Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton; ye have
nourished your hearts, as in a day of slaughter. 6. Ye have condemned and killed the just; and he
doth not resist you.
1. As James strongly confronts rich men in verses 1-6, he is not saying that it is a sin to be wealthy,
but he is saying that it is sin to misuse wealth for selfish pleasure. James encourages those who are
rich to do what in verse 1?

What will cause these people to weep and howl?
Do you think it is possible to be both rich and miserable at the same time?
2. According to verse 2, what will happen to riches?
What will happen to the garments?
What will happen to the gold and silver?
Most of what we buy today will rip, tear, go out of style, get lost, or need to be fixed and upgraded.
What benefit is there in hoarding money or things?
Will material things last forever?
Can things bring you true joy?
Is there any merit in loving something that cannot love you back?
What does 1 Timothy 6:10 say is the root of all evil?
3. James 5:2-3a explains what will happen to the wealth of the rich. Verses 3b-6 give the reasons
why God promises to judge these people. List the five reasons for God’s judgment.
• Ye have heaped
• Behold,
• Ye have lived
• Ye have nourished
• Ye have condemned
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4. How does verse 5 describe the lifestyle of the rich and famous?
How does hoarding things conflict with the heart of a generous giver?
What does God say about generous giving in the following verses?
• Luke 6:38
• Proverbs 3:9-10
• Luke 21:1-4
5. According to verse 4, what is one way the rich accumulated much of their wealth?
Have you ever stolen anything from a store?
Have you ever taken money from your parents without asking for it?
Have you ever taken answers from someone else’s paper by cheating?
The phrase at the end of verse 4, the Lord of sabaoth, actually means the Lord of Hosts. The Lord

is ready to defend His children and fight against all deceitful thieves. In Exodus 20:15 God gave
what command?
What is God’s advice to thieves who truly want to change? (Ephesians 4:28)
6. In verse 5, James reminded the rich and famous that they have lived in
on
.

The word wanton has the connotation of selfish indulgence. How did their wealth help others who
were in need?
James compares the rich to fatted cattle ready to be butchered. They enjoyed their sensual
feasts without any thought of God’s judgment. Were they ready for eternity?
Verse 6 says they condemned and killed the just to sustain their selfish lifestyle. The just did
not resist, but God will.

Lord, keep me from pleasing myself rather than others and You.
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Tuesday

I want to live every day as if I knew the
Lord would return that day!
James 5:7-8
7. Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for
the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain.
8. Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.
1. Read James 5:7-8 three times. What truth is repeated in these two verses?

As you learned yesterday in the study of James 5:1-6, the unbelieving rich have had their pleasure and
reward in this life. How many of those to whom James was speaking are still alive and enjoying their
wealth today?
James 5:7-8 encourages us to remain
until the Lord returns. Those who patiently
endure suffering and difficulties will be rewarded in the future. Does that include you? How have you
patiently endured?
2. What did you learn in the first week in your study of James 1 about patience and how God wants
to use it in your life? (Refer to Monday of the first week on James 1:4.)

Remembering that patience is the biblical endurance to hang in there when the going gets tough—not
to cave in or give up. If you give up and say, “It’s too much,” or “It’s too tough,” when God’s Word says
differently (1 Corinthians 10:13), you will remain spiritually immature.26 The full effect of endurance
changes you and strengthens you; it does not change your situation. In context, this patience refers
to patience with people as the just had to be patient with the rich. Give an example of something
that has happened in your life within the last few weeks that forced you to trust God for patience
either in a tough situation or with a difficult person.

3. James illustrates the truth of patiently living in light of the Lord’s return in verse 7. What occupation
does James use to clearly picture such patience?

What is a husbandman (and don’t say a professional husband)?
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Explain how a farmer, after he plants the seed, must trust God for that seed to grow. What does God
do that the farmer cannot do?
Can things grow without water?
Only God can send rain. In what area of your life do you need to trust God patiently?

Have you diligently done everything you can do to prepare for the answer that God will send?

List three areas of life in which we often need patience to wait and see what God will do or how He
will supply.
1.
2.
3.
4. Write out James 5:8.
5. How can the imminent (any day or any moment) return of the Lord be an encouragement to those
faithfully serving Him?

What does Hebrews 10:35-37 have to say about patiently waiting on the Lord’s return?

6. If the Lord returned this week, would you be excited and confident to meet Him, or would you be a
bit embarrassed because of certain things in your life you have not dealt with?

What do you need to do right now to be ready for the Lord’s return?

Lord, help me to live everyday as if it would be the day of Your return.
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Wednesday

I am so thankful for the compassion and
mercy of God. I couldn’t survive without it!
James 5:9-12

9. Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold, the Judge standeth
before the door. 10. Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for
an example of suffering affliction, and of patience. 11. Behold, we count them happy which endure.
Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful,
and of tender mercy. 12. But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, neither
by the earth, neither by any other oath: but let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into
condemnation.
1. James 5:9 pictures Christ as the Judge waiting to open the doors of His courtroom at any moment.
One thing that makes the Lord such a perfect and fair Judge is that He has the ability to see and know
everything we do or say. What does Proverbs 15:3 say about the Lord’s omniscience?

Because the Lord can see and hear your response to those who offend and mistreat you, He will judge
you if you grumble or hold a grudge against others. How does Leviticus 19:18 deal with this truth?

2. Verse 10 refers to Old Testament prophets who are right now, this very moment, enjoying
fellowship with the Lord. Briefly explain how these prophets suffered while living on earth?
• Daniel (Daniel 6:16-17)
• Jeremiah (Jeremiah 38:6)
• John the Baptist (Matthew 14:7-11)
3. Verse 11 mentions the patience of Job. Briefly explain how Job was patient through incredible
trials and suffering.

Too many Christians today whine and complain over inconveniences, slights, and minor afflictions.
What will they do when they must stand firm in persecution or acute physical suffering?
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How patiently do you respond to trials or frustrations in life?
4. What two characteristics of God in James 5:11 are to be a constant comfort in the midst of tough
times?
One of the most encouraging passages in the Bible is Lamentations 3:22-25. How would you use these
verses to encourage someone who just faced a major disappointment in life?

5. Romans 8:28 is the classic passage most people turn to when facing trials. See if you can write it
out from memory.

The purpose mentioned in verse 28 is explained in verse 29. What is God’s ultimate goal for your
life?

6. James starts verse 12 with the phrase But above all things. As he has done many times throughout
his epistle, he once again is warning believers of the way they use their tongues. In the context of
this chapter, swearing refers to irreverently calling on God’s name in time of distress. Using God’s
name in a selfish, unholy or non-thinking way is forbidden in Scripture. In Deuteronomy 5:11, God
warns against what?

James encourages believers not to swear by h
swearing did Jesus forbid in Matthew 5:33-37?

or by e

. What other ways of

James was condemning the Jewish practice of swearing false, evasive, deceptive oaths by everything
other than the name of the Lord (which alone was considered binding) and called for
straightforward, honest speech. Are you honest?
Are you careful in the way you use God’s name?

Lord, make me thankful for Your compassion and mercy.
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Thursday

If I am to be a mature believer, I have
to learn how to pray!
James 5:13-18

13. Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms. 14. Is any sick among
you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the
name of the Lord: 15. And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and
if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him. 16. Confess your faults one to another, and pray
one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.
17. Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain:
and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months. 18. And he prayed again,
and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit.
1. If there is any area in your Christian life that lacks maturity, it is in the area of prayer. Consistent,
fervent prayer is a discipline of life that we all must work on. If you were to rate your personal prayer
life from 1 (poor) to 10 (great) how would you rate yourself?
Read James 5:13-18 through one more time. Describe the last specific prayer request the Lord has
answered for you.

2. Verse 13 gives the godly response of every true believer to “good times” and “bad times.” How
are the afflicted to respond to times of affliction?
How are the merry to respond to times of happiness?

The afflictions mentioned in this verse were due to the cruel mistreatment of unbelievers. Have you
ever been mistreated by someone you know?

Which is easier to do when you are slighted or misunderstood: go to your friends and complain or go
to God in prayer?
Singing praises to the Lord is a good sign that you are a Spirit-filled Christian. When was the last
time you remember singing praises to the Lord while you were all alone?
Do you sing with joy and enthusiasm at church?
If someone does not sing in church, what does that say about his heart?
3. There is some disagreement about the interpretation of verses 14-16 concerning the biblical
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teaching of anointing and healing. All views agree to the kind of praying that is necessary for all of us.
James 5:15 calls it the prayer of .
According to verse 16, what kind of prayer availeth much?
What do you think effectual means?
Define the word fervent.
Describe a righteous man.
What three words would you use to describe your prayer life?
4. In meditating on the last phrase of verse 16, one commentator put it this way, “The energetic,
passionate prayers of godly men have the power to accomplish much.”27 Answered prayer is conditional
on the condition of our hearts. The Lord clearly tells us why our prayers are noneffective.
List the problems mentioned in each verse below.
• Psalm 66:18
• Proverbs 15:29
• Proverbs 21:13
• Luke 18:1
5. What does it mean in verse 17—Elias (Elijah) was a man subject to like passions as we are?
How did Elijah pray?
Where do you pray each day?
When do you pray?
What do you pray about?
How could the answers to these three questions help you to pray more earnestly?

What needs to change in your prayer life?
Are you willing to start changing today?

Lord, teach me to pray!
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Friday

How can I help my friends who say they
are saved but have no heart for God?
James 5:19-20
19. Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him; 20. Let him know, that he
which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a
multitude of sins.
1. James ends his epistle with a principle that he has woven throughout the entire book: confronting
those who profess that they know God but lack any evidence of that relationship. James echoes what
Jesus taught in Matthew 7:21-23. What warning is recorded in those verses in Matthew?

2. Verse 19 begins with the word brethren. As Christians, we are commanded by God to confront
unbelief. According to Romans 15:14, what three things did Paul desire to see in the mature
Christians’ lives?

How does Galatians 6:1 encourage us to restore those who have been overtaken in a fault?
What should be our approach with a professing believer who is living a disobedient life according to
2 Thessalonians 3:14-15?

3. Most people hate confrontation. Confronting sin in others’ lives is not pleasant and can often
create conflict, which could result in turning a friend into an enemy. Confrontation is the loving and
godly thing to do. How does Proverbs 27:5 compare rebuke and love?
Do you have a friend that needs someone loving enough to confront him about his sin?
What keeps you from warning him of the consequences of his sins?
At worst, he would no longer want to be your friend; at best, what would happen?
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4. The same person that James says would err from the truth in verse 19 is called a sinner in verse 20.
These are the ones James refers to in chapter 2, verses 17, 20, and 26, who have dead faith. Who is
the phrase if any among you in James 1:26 referring to?
This is referring to unbelievers within the church who refuse to accept God’s truth. Do you know of any
professing believers who have forsaken God and turned their backs on God’s people?
A sinner is one who continually and habitually practices sin! What does 1 John 3:8-9 say about
these people?

5. What do you think it means to err from the truth?
The truth is the Word of God, primarily the Gospel of salvation. In the space provided, try to explain
the Gospel.

6. What do you think it means to save a soul from death?

What verse in chapter 1 links temptation with death?
What does Romans 6:23 say about death?
Death is eternal separation from God, eternal hell, the final state of the unrepentant sinner. Do you
believe in a literal, eternal hell?
How do you know there is a hell?

How would you prove it from the Bible?

7. How does 1 John 1:9 comfort even if you have committed a multitude of sins?

Lord, help my friend to know Your love through my correction.
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Saturday & Sunday Review
James 5:1-20

What did I learn from James 5:1-6 about wealthy unbelievers?

What did I learn from James 5:7-8 about living every day as if in the light of
the Lord’s return?
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What did I learn from James 5:9-12 about God’s
compassion and mercy?

What did I learn from James 5:13-18 about learning to pray?

What did I learn from James 5:19-20 about helping my friends who profess
salvation but have no heart for God?
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Monday Review
James 1:1-27

What did I learn about trials, temptations, and God’s Word
from James 1?
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Tuesday Review
James 2:1-26

What did I learn about prejudging others and faith without works
in James 2?
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Wednesday Review
James 3:1-18

What did I learn about controlling my tongue in James 3?
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Thursday Review
James 4:1-17

What did I learn about worldliness and a close relationship with God
in James 4?
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Friday Review
James 5:1-20

What did I learn about wealthy unbelievers, patience, and prayer
in James 5?
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Saturday Review
James 1-5

List five life-changing truths learned from the book of James.

Sunday Review
James 1-5

List five more life-changing truths learned from the book of James.
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